The last decade has seen a great deal of public and governmental interest in the mentally handicapped, culminating in Command Paper 4683 "Better Services for the Mentally Handicapped" in June 1971. Implicit in the title is the notion that present services are not as good as they should be. Most people working with the handicapped would agree that this is so, although a sizable minority remain surprisingly complacement.
The main objectives of any service for the mentally handicapped should be to help the handicapped person to achieve maximum independence, and to help their families to cope with the heavy burdens which they carry. There has already been a move away from purely custodial care in hospitals towards a more therapeutic approach. Over Continuity of care-staff is important for the wellbeing of the mentally handicapped people in these homes; and the number of homes will increase.
Courses for wardens before they take up their posts, an effective support-system, in-service training and a career-structure for houseparents will all have to be developed. The However, co-operation depends too on flexibility, a willingness to work together, and goodwill. These features seem to be more in evidence at present to end on a note of cautious optimism.
